
AN ALPHABET BOOK

FROM

REUNION ISLAND



A is for AUSTRAL WINTER because we live in the southern hemisphere :



B is for BOUCHON



and also for La BUSE, a famous pirate :



C is for CARRY :



D is for DODO :



E is for ENDORMI :



F is for FREEDOM : 



G is for GRAMOUNE :



H is for HIKING :



I is fir l’ILE INTENSE :



J is for JAMBLON :



K is for KOMAN I LE ?



L is for LETCHEE (it sounds like Christmas time for us) :



M is for MALOYA :



N is for NEUF SEPT QUATRE (France is divided into « départements » which all have a number, 
here, it is, or should I say « we are » 974:)



O is for OCEAN, like in INDIAN OCEAN

The Indian Ocean is the third-largest ocean in the world, situated between Africa, 
Asia, Australia, and the Indian subcontinent. It has been a crucial hub for trade and 
cultural exchange, connecting various civilizations and facilitating maritime routes 
that influenced the development of maritime empires and global trade from 1200 to 
1450. 

5 Must Know Facts 
1.The Indian Ocean trade routes connected major civilizations such as those in 
East Africa, the Middle East, South Asia, and Southeast Asia, facilitating the 
exchange of goods like spices, textiles, and precious metals.
2.The rise of powerful maritime empires such as the Portuguese and the 
Ottoman Empire significantly transformed trade dynamics in the Indian Ocean 
during this period.
3.Trade in the Indian Ocean was not limited to goods; it also included cultural 
exchanges, which led to the spread of religions like Islam and Hinduism across 
different regions.
4.Ports along the Indian Ocean, such as Calicut, Malacca, and Kilwa, became 
thriving centers of commerce and culture due to their strategic locations along 
trading routes.
5.The use of monsoon winds allowed for more efficient shipping schedules, 
leading to an increase in trade volume and a greater variety of goods 
exchanged across the ocean.



P is for PICNIC, of course, everyone knows what a picnic is, but nothing is like the friends or even 
more important, family gatherings that take place here. If you ever come to Reunion Island and the 
people you meet invite you to a picnic, do go there, you will never forget it !



Q is for QUATRE EPICES :

It was difficult to find a word or phrase starting with the letter Q because in Reunionese Creole, the 
words that start with a [ k]  sound are usually written with the letter K.
So we thought of this little tree that grows in most gardens and which is called QUATRE EPICES, 
(i.e. Four Spices, although it is only one actually,) and whose leaves we drop in the bubbling pot of 
the bubbling carry : )



R is for ROUGAIL :



Unfortunately, S is for SHARKS :



T is for TRAIL :



U is for USINE (i.e. factory) :



and the second sugar factory of the island :



V is for VINGT DESAMB (i.e. December 20th) :





but, we have another one for letter v here ,

V is for VOLCANO :



As you have read before, Reunion Island is nicknamed « l’île intense », sometimes, before walking 
into the classroom, we watch the whales and their babies jumping out of the water.

W is for WHALES :



OK, for this one, we have cheated a little, it doesn’t start with letter X but the name of the Saint is 
« EXpedit », so it works, doesn’t it ?

So X is for Saint Expedit :



Y is for YAB :





You remember letter B dedicated to the pirate « La BUSE » ?
In Reunionese Creole, a treasure is called a « ZARLOR », 

so Z is for ZARLOR :



Thank you everyone for your attention, we had a
great time working on this Alphabet Book, we

hope you enjoyed it too.

Les élèves de la classe de 1ère STI2D 
du Lycée STELLA 
( Gérard Ethève ).
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