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RoLath C,am;s The crossmg o{ the 2
edatewaweaw s% tn 1313 A ’cremevwlous feat 2

- on septe'l/{znber 23, "1313' rRoland Garros took off from the
% FrgusAerodrow wear St. Raphael at 5,47 an for khe ﬁrst '
successful crossing tn history.- the orossmg LIRS

o{ the Medcterraweaw sea

Fréjus 23 septembre 1913 2 5 h 47 : c'est parti |

On September :23”" 1313 mtavwl Garros' ptawe ta lees o{-‘f
- from Frqus.



- The Flight Preparation
This flight was the result of a long preparation started
njuly 1913, LT
For this incredible feat 2 stmilar planes, the Morane

- Saulnier H modlel, were equipped with a &0 h.p. Grnome
Stgma engine ath a Chawviere propeller.

The engine was optimizen to give the best performa m,ce rate
‘with Low fuel

The abJectL\/e was to diminish the weight of the plane, -
Nevertheless, the Morane Saulnier took off with

200 L of fuel and &0 | of castor ofl..

The Challenge
The flight itself represented a-real chaLLewge FLrs’ch

wo other aviator had successfuLLg crossent ‘che -'
- Meditervanean sea before Roland Garros.
secavwng, at this thue planes were not very eliable
' as (b was a recent uvention, ( -Duriwé) the crossing

the Morane Saulnier experienced engine tmubte-:tyvf;cg.) ..
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Vers Bizerte (PR)

D'aprés carte IGN de 1913 : l'endroit d'ol a décolle Garros le 23 sept 1913 2 5 h 47

Septenber 237, 1913 : 5,47 am The aerodrome
where Roland Garros took off -IGN Map

"_c’/ -I . . L
The Flight Path

Roland C,awos took off from the Frgus aerovlrome Locateol ;
i the South of France,
_ He Landed in Bizerta, 5 Tunisia) at1.45 p .
The distance he flew was about 500 miles.
This took weartgj er,ght hows 0{ non s’co]a ﬁgm@



R j - Initially the flight was
AW, & supposed to follow a straight
path along the const of

" Corsicn and over saﬁdama

I,..p,_-nuun

'Pb'-“'

Corsica andl ,Samliw’ua Were
to provide diversion felds
 bncase of any, engine
| troubLe or other techwnical
g diffioulties.
s =& Because of the first engine
problems he experienced,
e S C.arros dectrled to fly over

A gk o
= SOl /} @ - Corsiea

and Sardinia, diverting fro-m the expected flig Mt-p.a’_ch ;
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IC,N Map Garvos’ flight path across the
Medutermweam, sea



The weather : :
L s
- The wenther conditions were unfavorable,

n fact, a few days before, Garros was obliged to
 postpone the flight because of strong adverse winds
‘which would have decelerated the speed of the plaine.

i

During the crossing, the wf,ml-\/ewcitg changenl
- significantly. -
This caused Garros to divert from his Lm‘cuzl, flight pLaw
and increased the duration of the flight.

Engine troubles ;

r'f-.

Adfter Leaving Frejus, the first hour of flight was -'
problem-free, The ascent anal the cruising speed were
normal, Just as Garros saw Corstea, after 20 minutes
of flight, a Lowd noise came from the engine, as if
a plece of metal had broken . Despite this pinking noise
coming from the engine, Garros was able to oow’cmue

his ﬂLght S B



As 0 precautionary measure, Garvos veered off course tn
order to to fly overBorsica tn case of need. He decloed -
to steer towards Sardinta,

Altitude : 4900 ft Because of the winds and clouds
Garros was forced to descend over Sardinia,
Altttude : 2600t | it

Garros was afrato of {aLL&/\;g behina ow schedule which
‘would  require more fuel, He had planned for a wechanic
to wait for him tn.cagliari in case of delay,

11,35 am, he continued his flight over Cagliart
despite the fact that he was one hour Late and had
conswmed a lot of fueL

He experienced engine tmubLe.{or a second time. There was

another wolse of metal breaking, Once again the engine
dldwn't stop and Garros was able to continue his flight,

The Fuel Oowsump‘ciaw

GArros: had other dr,ﬁioul,tws to face, wameLg
5 le fueL cowsump‘cww R T



He climbed to IQOO‘O'&//jQO_O{’c, enowing that reaching
this altitude wouldi@low hime to consume less fuel.
At this pobnt tn thme, Garros was flyting over the sea.
He throttled down to decrease fuel consumption but
| the engine wnearly stalled.

p
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The Avrival :

-~

At first qarros searched the horizow for the African const
without the least bit of success. '
He didn't think tt was wecessary to accept the
Government's offer to be accompanied by & crulser,
But the French naval authorities decided nevertheless to
~ toke the precaution to sendl = torpedo boats to await hc.s
' arvival, -

A

-

Wwhen Roland qawos spotted the tb’rpeolo boats, he oliven 'uw
thelr olurectww 10 minutes later, the Tunisian cbas{:
appeareol ahead.

He Landed | bn Bizertn after 753 minutes of ﬁgw\.g He
had just

5 liters of fuel left in the tank,
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23 septembre aprés-midi : Garros a son arrivée a Bizerte

September :23’?’, 1313 L the afternoon.
Lam,din in Bizerta, Tunisia

one of the ﬁrst telegrams of cowg ratuLatwws reoewed bg :
| Garvos was from Low,s Barthou

Preswlewt of the OouwcLL an MLV\,Lster of Public Mstmctww
avwf Fine Arts. tt read

“l ame pleased té'oowgmtutate Yow for this daring feat you
have acoampusheol howc)nwg Your own bmverg but aLso the -
Frevwh a\/batww 272 |

>
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Bach to Pans _
on Septembu;'r :ze’ch |

Retour triomphal & Paris le 26 septembre 1913

W

sztawol Garros was apptauvlevl bg the crowd and became
fa mous for oomPLetmg the first non-stop flight across

the M&D[LtEYYPfMaVL Sen,

-

1313 in Pans exmbutww o{ RoLavwl qawos‘ pLawe, '

i o

the Morawe sauquer o e

b % 7
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A short tbme Later, RoLavwl Garros evored the am,xue‘cgj
he felt about this evewt{ul, ﬂag ht,

o

“l was Lost i the cLouds, around j24:2 £t dwnal 1 had
- no way of knowing if the plane was moving forwars
or backwards, if | wassliverted from the fight path
ow the right or on the Left because of the wing....
L could say, without eXa@gethwg, that as a p'LLot | have
never experienced such a difficult hour 0{ flight
in iy oareer.”

- Bxtract from “les Alles Glorieuses” BY Jacques Mortane
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