
















Two widows, Madame de la Tour and Marguerite, 

live on the Isle of France, and they are close friends. 

They have two children, named Paul and Virginia,

who are the same age. 

Madame de la Tour is Virginia's mother, and 

Marguerite is Paul's mother.
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The children love each other tenderly.

They always play together.
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One day, a maroon slave 

arrives at their house. 

She asks for protection, and 

Virginia agrees to help her.
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Paul and Virginia decide to go and

see the slave’s mistress, to ask her 

to pardon the maroon slave. 
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When Paul and Virginia return home, 

they get lost in the forest . 

Suddenly, there is a storm, 

and they must cross a large river.  

Virginia is tired, 

so Paul carries her in his arms.
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One day, a letter from France arrives 

for Madame de la Tour. 

A rich aunt wants to leave her fortune to Virginia, 

but Virginia has to go to France. 

Paul and Virginia cry; Paul feels desperate!.
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One morning, Madame de la Tour 

receives a letter from France:  

Virginia soon returns home! 

Everybody feels so happy!  

On the day of Virginia’s arrival, Paul goes

and watches out for the boat.
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Alas, when the boat appears, a cyclone is coming; 

the sky is dark and the sea is rough. 

The boat is in distress, but nobody can help!
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The next day, many people come to Virginia’s funeral,

but Paul, inconsolable, 

survives his dear friend by only two months. 

Paul is buried next to Virginia, 

under the shade of some bamboo trees, 

near the church of Pamplemousse.
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